
SWEENEY RENEWS EFFORTS TO ENACT PAID FAMILY LEAVE 
 
     TRENTON – Senate Majority Leader Stephen M. Sweeney today said he will press for 
enactment of a paid family leave proposal that reflects his efforts to satisfy concerns of the 
business community. 
 
     "I'm confident that this proposal will still give families of working New Jerseyans the comfort 
and time they need to deal with crises without disarming small businesses of the support they 
need to thrive," said Senator Sweeney, D-Gloucester, Salem and Cumberland. 
 
     Under the new proposal, Senator Sweeney said he would propose a maximum of six weeks of 
partially paid time off – down from 10 weeks - for workers who need to help a sick family member 
or to nurture a newborn or adopted child. 
 
     "Employers still won't have to spend a dime to support the fund that would pay for the leave 
time," said Senator Sweeney. "This will be a worker-funded system that will be scaled back, but 
still worth the effort." 
 
     Workers would contribute about a dollar a week to support the program which would provide 
workers with about two-thirds of their regular salaries up to a maximum of roughly $500 weekly. 
 
     Senator Sweeney had pressed for a paid family leave measure last year that was held up in 
the Assembly when the business community pressured the lower house for more time to scale it 
back. 
 
     After subsequent negotiations, Governor Corzine, Senate President Richard J. Codey and 
Assembly Speaker Joseph J. Roberts Jr. backed Senator Sweeney's efforts conceptually, but 
agreed more time was needed to resolve an accord. 
 
     Senator Sweeney said the new bill (S-786) will be scheduled for consideration shortly before 
the Senate Budget & Appropriations Committee. 
  
  
  
  

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: MEMBERS OF THE SENATE BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS 

COMMITTEE 
FROM: SENATOR BARBARA BUONO, CHAIR 
SUBJECT: COMMITTEE MEETING ON MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 2008 
 
(The public may address comments and questions to Catherine Z. Brennan, Howard K. 
Rotblat, Committee Aides, or make bill status and scheduling inquiries to Valerie 
Villanueva, Secretary, at 609-984-6798, fax 609-943-5995, or e-mail: 
OLSAideSBA@njleg.org. Written and electronic comments, questions and testimony 
submitted to the committee by the public, as well as recordings and transcripts, if any, of 
oral testimony, are government records and will be available to the public upon request.) 
 
 The Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee will meet on Monday, January 
28, 2008 at 1:00 PM in Committee Room 4, 1st Floor, State House Annex, Trenton, NJ. 
 



 The following bills will be considered: 
 
S-471 (Buono) - Requires Treasurer and Division of Pensions and Benefits Director to 
report on status of State-administered pension plans to Legislature by April 15 and 
October 15 each year. 
 
S-472 (Buono) - Centralizes non-tax debt management functions for State government in 
Division of Revenue. 
 
S-786 (Sweeney) - Extends TDI to provide family leave benefits for workers caring for 
sick family members, newborn and newly adopted children. (pending intro) 
 
 
 


